Lesson 18
The Judgeship of Gideon
Judges 6:1 – 8:35
· Questions

1. What do we learn about Israel’s sin-cycle from Judges 6 – 8?
The sin (6:1; 8:33-35):


The servitude (6:1-5):


The supplication (6:6):

The savior (6:11-18):


The salvation / silence (8:28):

2. What did the Lord remind Israel of through an unnamed prophet (6:7-10)?

3. What kind of a person did the Lord use to save Israel out of the hand of Midian (6:11-18)?

4. What did the angel of the Lord do to Gideon’s offering and how did this event affect Gideon (6:19-24)?

5. What did Gideon destroy and how was it a great act of faith (6:25-27)?

6. What was Gideon’s name changed to and why (6:28-32)?

7. Who did Gideon fight and where did they battle (6:33-35)?

8. What two signs did the Lord grant to Gideon showing the Lord would save Israel (6:36-40)?

9. Why did the Lord want Israel’s army to be reduced in number and how was the first reduction in number made (7:1-3)?

10. How was the second reduction in Israel’s army made (7:4-8)?

11. What did Gideon hear in the camp of the Midianites that gave him encouragement (7:9-14)?

12. What battle plan was used against the Midianite army (7:15-23)?

13. Who was called upon to help Gideon and his army (7:24-25)?

14. Who was angry with Gideon, why, and how was their anger pacified (8:1-3)?

15. Who refused to help Gideon and his army with food (8:4-9)?

16. What happened to Zebah and Zalmunna and their army (8:10-12)?

17. What did Gideon do to the men of Succoth and Penuel and why (8:13-17)?

18. What did Gideon do to Zebah and Zalmunna and why (8:18-21)?

19. What good and bad in the life of Gideon is revealed at the end of the story (8:22-32)?

20. What unfaithfulness did Israel show after Gideon’s death (8:33-35)?

· Digging Deeper

1. Where is the land of Midian located and where in the OT had Israel already had contact with the people of Midian (6:1-3)?
2. What is a winepress (6:11) and what does “Jehovah-shalom” mean (6:24)?

3. What are the Baal and the Asherah and where in the book of Judges has reference already been made to them (6:25)?

4. Where are the valley of Jezreel (6:33), Beth-ba-rah (7:24-25), and Karkor (8:10) located?

5. Where in the OT had military exemption been made for the fearful (7:3)?

6. How did Gideon “teach the men of Succoth” (8:16)?

· Applications for Today

1. Sin will bring the sinner down very low (6:6). When the Lord’s people do not listen to the Lord, they will bring problems upon themselves (6:10; Prov. 13:15).

2. A “mighty man of valor” like Gideon is needed today to fight the Devil and stand for right (6:12,14;  Acts 4:29; 1 Cor. 16:13; Eph. 6:19).

3. “Why then is all this befallen us?” is a question that is often answered by looking to the sin(s) in our own life (6:13; Prov. 13:15).
4. The Lord can use people from all walks of life in his service (6:15-16; Acts 10:34-35).

5. The Lord is with his people when they obey his word (6:16; 2 Jn. 9-11).

6. This Lord is our peace through the sacrifice of Jesus (6:24; Eph. 2:14).

7. Idols must be torn down before we can serve the Lord (6:25-27; Mt. 6:24; 2 Tim. 3:4).

8. We need the Lord and we are nothing without him (7:2; 2 Cor. 12:9-10). We are of no use in the Lord’s army if we are fearful and trembling (7:3; 2 Cor. 1:7).

9. We may grow tired in battle but we must keep fighting (8:4; 1 Cor. 15:58; Gal. 6:9).

10. Sometimes young people fear to do what is right (8:20; 1 Tim. 4:12).

11. We must let the Lord rule over our lives (8:23; Mt. 28:18).

12. How quickly evil can follow good (8:27, 33-35; Lk. 8:13; Acts 8:18-24).

